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ANGEL RAMA reports an ambitious
W] b attempt to create a library of South
> PRAmerican writers to stand against the

“S_erosion of ethnic values by the influence

%01‘ the United States
N

The challenge
~ to indigenous
Latin culture

THE FOUNDATION of the
Ayacucho Library in Venez-
uela may well prove to he
one’ of the more enduring
monuments to Latin- Amer-
ica’s liberator, Simon Bolivar,
whose anniversary has heen
commemorated this year.

The project is to create a
comprehensive collection of
Latin American writers and
is c¢learly an ambitious one
which will need many years
of sustained effort if it is to
come anywhere near comple-
tion. Its target is the publica-
tion, in high quality critical
editions, of 500 titles selected
from the last five centuries.
Low priced editions ¢f the
same works may be published
later.
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Meanwhile, 85 volumes are
already in print, and theledi-
torial commission has annobun-
ced the publication of ' the
50th volume by the end of
this year. Titles include works
as” varied as the doetginal
writings of Bolivar himself
and the 17th century epic
poem, Antartic Weapons, by
Miramonle and Zuazola. The
proposed 50th volume will be
the complete works of the
Venezuelan poet Anfres
Bellp, foremost among the
creators of a new  Latin
Amertean poetry early in the
19th century.

The library's scope is not
confined to amassing the
“helles-lettres” and lterary
masterpieces of the past It
will search out and bring
together for the first time a
broad spectrum of Latin
American writings on philo-

sophy, literature, the arts,
political and social science,
history, anthropology, and
folklore. A “Socialist Utopia™
of the 18th century has
already taken its place along-
sile a4 20th century treatise
on “University Reform"” and
the works of contemporaries
like Neruda, Juan Rulfo,
Miguel Angel Asturias, and
Alejo Carpentier,

The recently
programme

announced
of publications
for 1979 further demon-
strates the comprehensive
natureg of the concept. It
ingludes an extensive collee-
tion of Mayan texts: a first
edition of Guaman Poma's
*New Chronicle and Good
sovernment ™ an Indian
account of the Spanish con-
quest of Peru with 400 illus-
trations : two novels by the
19th  century  Englishman
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William Hudson, “The
Purple Land™ and * Far
Away and Long Ago” des-
eribine the Rio de la Plata:
the complete poetical work
of Cesar Vallejo; a large
anthology of positivist
thottght ; selected works of
the Brazilians Mario de And-
ratle and Oswald de Andrade;
and a collection of critical
studies of the works of three
Mexican mural painters,
Rivera, Orocozo, and Siquie-
ros.

Behingd the [oundation of
the library is a determina-
tion to preserve and make
available what is best in
Latin American  culture.
While acknowledging its debt
to other cultures, notably
those of Europe and Africa,
the hybrid society which
constitutes Latin  America

has created its own unique
culture. It is a culture little
known outside the continent,
and more seriously, little
known by the younger
generation in Latin America
itself. It is this generation
which is perhaps paying the
price of the extreme * balk-
anisation " of the continent
under imperial rule which
made cultural exchange bet-
ween Lalin American coun-
tries virtually impossible.

The denigration of their
indigenous culture and
values in the face of exter-
nal influences purveyed by
the mass media and domin-
ated by the US, is a more
recent threat. But it is a
challenge every bit as
dangerous as the cultural
suppression or the political
and social exploitation of the
colonial past.
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The culture which @éver
tually emerged in Latin
America from centurie$ of
colonial domination was
largely a resistance culture.
Writers then and since were
instrumental in shaping and
defining a cultural identity
which was specifically Latin
American. It is this identity
which 18 now threatened. In
preserving and restoring an
awareness of this identity to
the alienated younger gene-
ration, the Ayacucho Library
has an important part to play
in resisting cultural en-
eroachments which debase
and distort traditional local
values, replacing them with
alien and unreal aspirations.

Angel Rama, a native of
Uruguay, is literary director
of the Ayacuchoe Library. He
lives in exile in Venezuela.

——— e ———
e o T e . —— R

T e r—— -



