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There is only one catch as Angel Rama, a Latin American scholar at the University of  Maryland, sees it, and that is, in his words,
Catch-28.
Mr. Rama, who has been in the United States since 1969, lecturing on Latin American literature, is fighting an apparently losing
battle against deportation. The State Department has invoked subsection 212 (a) (28) of  the 1952 McCarran-Walter Act on
immigration against the Uruguayan-born scholar. The subsection bars permanent residence to anyone who has been a member of  or
affiliated with a Communist Party, and who been involved with Communist publications.
Mr. Rama appeared before an Immigration and Naturalization Service officer in Baltimore on Friday at a hearing called to allow him
to defend himself  against the evidence the Government says it has gathered against him. But because the evidence is classified, and
therefore considered vital to the nation's security, Mr. Rama was not allowed to see it.
''This is a crazy story,'' Mr. Rama said. ''I call it my Catch-28. It's absurd. It's impossible to move on this case.'' Russell Manchester,
who is handling the case for the immigration service, said that, legally, ''There is no way for us to make the evidence available to
him,'' adding, ''The burden of  proof  is entirely upon the individual seeking to establish his residency.'
Of  Mr. Rama's troubles, Mr. Manchester said, ''It is not an unusual case and it will be handled as others like it have been handled.''
Government Position Unchanged
Louis D. Crocetti, the immigration official who met with Mr. Rama for two hours, said the hearing did not change the Government's
position that the scholar should not be granted status as a permanent resident. The case will be forwarded to the immigration
service's regional office in Vermont, where a decision will be made.
Mr. Rama is scheduled to go to Spain on a Guggenheim fellowship in January. Without status as a permanent resident, Mr. Crocetti
said he expected it would be difficult for Mr. Rama to get back into this country.
Mr. Rama, who is 56 years old, asserts that he is neither a Communist nor a subversive. ''I was never a Communist,'' he said. ''I am a
Socialist who writes about his Socialist beliefs.''
His lawyer, Michael Maggio, who handles many such cases, said Mr. Rama's case was unusual in that he denies any past affiliation
with a Communist organization. In most cases, Mr. Maggio said, individuals admit to having been members of  Communist or
subversive groups and subsequently renounce those ties. Tenured at Maryland U.
Last year, Mr. Rama received tenure as a professor of  Spanish literature at the University of  Maryland where Graciela Nemes, a
professor in the department of  Spanish and Portuguese, said: ''He's really not the man they say he is. If  he leaves it would be a
crushing blow to the university, to the department and to the students.''
Mr. Rama's ordeal apparently had its genesis in Montevideo, the capital of  Uruguay, in 1969. It was there, he explained, while
applying for a United States visa to teach at the University of  Puerto Rico that he was asked about a trip he made to China in 1962,
visits he made to Cuba and about his writings in Semenario Marcha, a Uruguayan-based magazine that he compared with the liberal
American publication The Nation.
Mr. Rama wrote a series of  articles for the magazine in the 1960's about reported attempts by the United States Central Intelligence
Agency to finance and infiltrate Latin American intelligence organizations. Mr. Rama said that most of  the information he used in
the series had been culled from The New York Times.
He is also the literary editor of  Biblioteca Ayacucho, a Venezuelan-based publishing house, which, like the magazine Semenario
Marcha, frequently publishes the works of  Communist writers.
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The President of  Colombia, Belisario Betancur, has asked President Reagan to halt deportation
proceedings against a Latin American scholar at the University of  Maryland, the White House said today.
In addition, people close to the scholar, Angel Rama, said that, after Mr. Betancur's request, immigration
officials indicated for the first time a willingness to tell Mr. Rama of  the charges against him.
The deputy White House press secretary, Larry Speakes, said Mr. Betancur had ''raised the name'' of  Mr.
Rama during Mr. Reagan's recent trip to Central America and South America.
Mr. Rama's case has been widely publicized in Latin America. He has been in the United States under
temporary visas but has been denied permanent residence under the McCarran Act, which bans Communists
and subversives. Mr. Rama contends he is neither.
Mr. Rama, 56 years old, received tenure as a professor of  Spanish literature at the University of  Maryland
last year, but his position has been jeopardized by the Government's action.
''I am a socialist who writes about socialist beliefs,'' he said. 'A Crazy Story'
Mr. Rama, a native of  Uruguay, said last month that the Government had refused to grant him permanent
residence in the United States under subsection 212 (a) (28) of  the McCarran-Walter Act of  1952 but
refused to inform him what evidence it had gathered against him.
''This is a crazy story,'' he said. ''I call it my Catch-28. It's absurd. It's impossible to move on this case.''
(United Press International reported that Mr. Rama had said of  President Betancur's action: ''The
President of  Colombia knows my wife and me. He is a cultivated man who knows the writers of  Latin
America. He mentioned my name and the name of  my wife. He was worried about our situation in the
United States and asked President Reagan to review my case.'')
John Toll, president of  the University of  Maryland, said that although he had no direct knowledge of  Mr.
Betancur's intervention in the matter, he was encouraged by indications that the Immigration and
Naturalization Service may soon grant Mr. Rama his request for information on the charges against him.
Mr. Rama, Mr. Toll and a lawyer for the state of  Maryland, who is representing the university in the case,
met this week with Richard Spurlock, district director of  the immigration service, to renew the request for
information needed to make a case for lifting the charge.
''I was very encouraged,'' said Mr. Toll, whose campus is in the Washington suburb of  College Park. ''The
university is very desirous that he get all the information he can so far as can be done without compromising
sources.''
He described Mr. Rama as an excellent scholar and said the university was ''eager for him to stay.'' Mr. Rama
could not be reached for comment today, but colleagues said Mr. Betancur called him a few days ago and
told him he had raised his case with President Reagan when the two had lunch in Bogota on Dec. 3.
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Angel Rama, a University of Maryland Spanish professor who is appealing the federal government’s
refusal to give him permanent residence on the grounds he is a subversive, left the United States yesterday
for a year to do research in Europe.

Rama, 56, a renowned scholar of Latin American literature who denies he is a subversive, said he has not
given up hope that his appeal will succeed.

The Immigration and Naturalization Service has said it has not yet made a final decision on Rama’s
residency request and last week gave him permission to leave the country without prejudicing his
application. Under normal circumstances, an alien requesting permanent residence is not permitted to
leave the United States while his request is pending. 

“It shows there is reason to hope,” Rama said of being permitted to leave to conduct his research.

INS has listed Rama ineligible for permanent residence under a federal act that bars aliens affiliated with
Communist or anarchist groups. INS has declined to say what specific actions caused him to be placed in
that category.

Last December Colombian President Belisaro Betancur, a personal friend of Rama’s, made a direct plea
on behalf of Rama to President Reagan during Reagan’s swing through Latin America. Rama, a native
of Uruguay, has Venezuelan citizenship. 

Rama said yesterday that Betancur--who said he hadn’t heard from Reagan--telephoned two weeks ago
to see if Rama had an answer from the White House. Rama told Betancur during the call that he had not
received any answer either. 

Rama will spend a year in France, West Germany and Spain on a Guggenheim Fellowship.
If INS ultimately approves his residency application, he will return to the University of Maryland, from
which he has taken a leave of absence. University officials have interceded on his behalf with INS.
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University of Maryland officials expressed grief yesterday over the death of noted Latin American scholar Angel Rama and his
wife Marta Traba, who were killed in the crash of a Colombian airliner near Madrid Saturday. 

“We are dismayed by his death,” said Saul Sosnowski, chairman of the Spanish and Portuguese departments in which Rama
taught. “He was a guiding light who galvanized creative thinking in Latin American studies.”

Rama, 57, who taught Latin American literature at the university, was on a leave of absence for a Guggenheim Fellowship. He
and his wife had boarded the Boeing 747 in Paris and were flying to Bogota, according to a spokesman for the Colombian
airline Avianca. 

Columbian officials have not yet determined the cause of the crash that killed 183 persons. 

Rama was a tall, gracious academician who became a Venezuelan citizen after his native country of Uruguay came under
repressive military rule. He and his Argentine-born wife, who was a distinguished art critic, were known throughout Latin
America for their work. They were close friends of Colombian President Belisario Betancur. 

Despite Rama’s literary achievements and the esteem in which he was held by his Latin American intellectual peers, his final
years were clouded by a refusal of U.S. authorities  to grant him permanent residency here because they alleged he was a
“subversive.”

In an interview with the Washington Post last year, Rama called the charge “fantastic. Everyone knows I am not a Communist.
I am a socialist; I believe in socialist democratic society. I am a writer, culture is more important to me than politics.”

University of Maryland officials joined writers, politicians, and intellectuals in the United States and Latin America who asked
U.S. officials to recerse their decision. Betancur made a personal appeal for Rama to President Reagan when the two leaders me
on the president’s tour of Latin America in 1982. Reagan promised to look into the matter, but there was no change in the
immigration ruling. 

“It was not the way he expected democratic institutions to work,” Saul Sosnowski said yesterday.

In a letter dated Nov. 24 and received yesterday by his lawyer, Michael Maggio, Rama expressed discouragement  at the refusal
of U.S. immigration authorities to reverse their decision.

“Since I have few years of life left, I refuse to turn myself into a ‘man of litigation,’” he wrote to Maggio, adding that he had
decided to look for work in Europe. 

Washington Post special correspondent Lon Rains contributed to this story. 
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Among those killed in the crash of  a Colombian 747 in Madrid last weekend was a renowned scholar of  Latin American culture, Angel
Rama. In death as in lif e, Professor Rama is a reproachful symbol to those who care about standards of  freedom and civilization in the
United States. For he died a victim of  uncivilized American immigration laws and uncivilized bureaucrats.
Angel Rama was a Uruguayan who left his country when a military junta took power, and became a citizen of  Venezuela. He often visited the
United States, and in 1981 he was appointed a professor at the University of  Maryland. As a leading figure in Latin studies, the author of
more than 20 books, he was a plum acquisition for Maryland.
But last year the Immigration and Naturalization Service denied his application for permanent residence in the United States. Why? The
I.N.S. cited the ideological exclusion provisions of  the McCarran-Walter Act, which bar anyone with Communist beliefs or associations.
With that, Mr. Rama entered a legal nightmare.
The I.N.S. would not tell him what the specific charges were. Its decisions simply recited the language of  the McCarran-Walter Act, for
pages, with no reference to anything that he had done or said. His lawyer, Michael Maggio, could get no particulars. ''I asked the I.N.S.,'' Mr.
Maggio said the other day, ''Was it something Mr. Rama wrote? Someone he associated with? When was it? Where? Who said he did what?
But all I got was the answer, 'We can't tell you, but we'll give you your day in court to prove he didn't do it.' How can you prove you didn't do
something when you don't know what 'it' is?''
Then came a further twist. The I.N.S. bureaucrats suggested that Professor Rama might qualify for permanent residence if  he declared
himself  a ''defector'' from Communism. In effect, that asked Professor Rama to brand himself  a liar. He had stated under oath that he had
never been a Communist. Moreover, his political views were there in his writings and well known: He was a Democratic Socialist, a critic of
the Soviet Union's repression of  dissidents, a critic also of  U.S. interventions in Latin America. Asked what countries were close to his
political ideal, he would say Austria and Sweden. He rejected the idea of  trying to qualify as a defector. There was an extraordinary
international plea on Professor Rama's behalf. When President Reagan was in South America in 1982, the President of  Colombia, Belisario
Betancur, asked him to help in the case. This year Professor Rama's legal problem became acute. He had a Guggenheim Fellowship to work
on a book abroad; but if  he left the United States he would probably be refused a visa to return. The I.N.S. gave him a form of  parole for 90
days and said it would decide his appeal during that time. He went to Europe, but the 90 days ran out without decision. The I.N.S. asked
Professor Rama to come back to the United States to await the decision. He said he could not, though he hoped the way would be cleared for
him to return to teaching next fall. On Nov. 24, two days before the plane flight, he wrote his lawyer: ''Since I do not have many years of  lif e
left, I have refused to turn myself  into a man of  ceaseless litigation.''
Many Americans would find it incredible that their Government decides something as important as a man's right to stay in the United States
on secret evidence. But it does, and the practice seems to be getting worse under the present Attorney General, William French Smith.
Mr. Smith's Immigration Service used secret evidence in a recent case against another literary figure, Dennis Brutus, poet and critic of  South
African racism. One official who saw that evidence described it privately as ''garbage.'' So it often is: the product of  ignorant or malicious
witnesses, not subject to checking by those who best know the truth.
The proceeding against Angel Rama harassed and humiliated an individual, but his was not the only interest damaged. This country's
interest was, too. What happened to Professor Rama was widely publicized in Latin America, and deplored as an example of  Yankee
crudeness.
Of  course it is not just the unfair procedure that is at fault. The law that makes ideology an immigration test has repeatedly embarrassed the
U.S. Such distinguished authors as Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Carlos Fuentes, Dario Fo, Carlo Levi and Alberto Moravia have had trouble
with it.
If  the death of  Angel Rama is to have a meaning, it should be to encourage repeal of  our senseless ideological barriers to otherwise desirable
visitors and immigrants. Congress is engaged in general immigration reform right now. No part of  our immigration law more urgently needs
reform.
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Faculty and Students at the University of Maryland will hold a memorial
service Monday night for Angel Rama, a Latin American scholar and professor
at Maryland who, along with his wife, art critic Marta Traba, was killed in the
Avianca jet airliner crash near Madrid Saturday. 

A scholarship fund also is being established in memory of Rama, who was
denied permanent residence in this country after the U.S. government labeled
him a “subversive.”

The memorial service will be held at 7 p.m. in the university’s chapel on the
College Park campus. University president John Toll is to be among the
speakers.

Rama, 57, known in Latin America for his literary scholarship, visited the
United States a number of times on temporary visas to teach and do research.
But he was refused permanent residence in this country after gaining tenure at
Maryland.

Immigration authorities said the refusal was based on alleged subversive
activities, but they refused to tell him what the specific charges were. Rama
denied the accusation, which he believed stemmed from magazine articles he
wrote that were critical of the United States.
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      Campus Spanish literature professor Angel Rama was killed
near Madrid in one of  the world’s ten worst airplane crashes on
November 27.
      Rama had taught here from 1979 until early 1983, but due to
a visa battle with the federal Immigration and Naturalization
Service (an unspecified:subversive” classification had been placed
on his visa), the world renowned author and literature critic was
forced into a one-year sabbatical, denied his great love – teaching.

    “He was a great man and a 
talented and perceptive writer.” 
    -Public Affairs school 
research associate
Robert Paster
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